Introduction to Health Careers

l. Education
A. Educational requirements for health careers can vary from

_Stote 4o _stnte

B. Types of education;

1. Secondary - ___1(9&_&0)@_&_(___&6&[‘&}._ _QL_C,__\._LP@"H&M |

2. Post-secondary (after H.S.) options:

a) __Vocational health occupations
education program (HOE) - may be _@n._1thé
_é_QU___ training or a ___Shpr¥X__Course

b) associates degree - _:g____jfﬂﬂgl_’____ community
college degree

c) bachelor’s degree - a degree earned at a college or
university after completing a program which usually
lasts __‘:L:t._x,z_-&a-ns_

d) master’s degree - a degree earned at a college or
university after completion of a program whic} usually
lasts {~Z. YeaxS (must have a __é&&kfz__ef ‘s
degree to qualify for a master’s degree)

e) doctorate degree - a degree awarded by a college or
university after completion of _2- _or ware. years of
work __beyend a bachelor’s or master’s
degree. Some doctoral degrees require four to six
years of additional study.

II.  Skill and Competency Requirements .
A. For most health careers a pgrson must obtain
_Cerkieicativm _ or _fj_cmsM&____ in order to
work or be hired. In order to be qualified to work, a
professional must do MOYE than simply __LDMJLS"L_
the XYyl _fxé_ Y anA_. Often the person has to
’FMS' state bBards and apply for (and ?ﬁy_ for) a license.



. Certification: a person has 'Flé-l 'F\\"‘é the

_f_ﬂ%_l'f_ﬁzg_‘\&m _____ of education and performance
and ___WALeXS the __ MO RXS _ and qualifications

established by the professional association or government
agency that regulates the given career.

Examples: l\.‘kﬂ.'.___ _J-laboratory technician, __QNA
ples: de. assis it i

. Licensure: a process by which a gqovernment agency

oumor (el  (nAMVId WAl  toworkina

given occupation. in order to _ k‘k and _& _ a license,
a person usually must __Comwdlete an approved
educational program, _ S _ a state board exam, and

AATOA_ ____ certain standards.
Examples: physician, _Acndis:t___, physical therapist,

registered AMY§&

- Registration: performed by a regulatory group that gives
exams and maintains a current _ st __ (“registry”) of

__%\.L‘LL- &€ ___ personnel in a given health care area.
ThiS is required in some health occupations. '

Examples: registered AQ&JCL’_C:L'QJ_\_, registered respiratory

therapist, registered __&sirvsed___ health technician

: _QQL\EM\UA#_ education units (CEUs): required to
Xenein) __Ifcenses or maintain certification/registration
in many states. A health professional must take
_&ﬂdi:hnmi__ hours of education in the specific health
career area during a certain _RLYY0 A of time. This
ensures that the individual is staying __CALYY2¥CY. _ with
new information in the field and has up-to-date skills and
knowledge.

Example: many states require registered nurses to earn
A_to {8 CEUsevery _1=Z _in order to renew

licensure. YWS



